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2. Learning-by-Doing, by-Using, and by-Interacting

1. Regional Innovation System
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A Model for the Economic Development of Deprived Rural
Areas of Mazandaran province with the approach of Regional
Innovation System

Yousef Eisazadeh Roshan'

Alireza Mosayebi?

Abstract

In the last few decades, rural development has always been one of the main concerns of national
and regional policymakers, especially the development in villages that are capable of development,
but their level of development is small. On the one hand, this is important for providing basic
needs and optimal distribution of benefits from national development, and on the other hand,
it prevents the migration of people from rural areas to urban areas and mainly marginal areas.
The purpose of this research is to present a model for the economic development of deprived
rural areas of Mazandaran province with the approach of the regional innovation system. The
current research is a case study and is applied in terms of purpose. The method of data collection
is qualitative, descriptive, and survey type. The basis of the research community is the deprived
rural areas of Mazandaran province, which were selected based on the list of deprived and less
developed areas in support matters in 1378 and 1388. Researchers updated this list with the help
of trustee institutions such as Mazandaran Governorate. Also, according to the existing problems,
they presented solutions based on the method of database theory. To collect the research data,
in addition to a comprehensive review of the theoretical literature, in-depth interviews were
conducted with 43 scientific and experimental experts, and more than ten expert meetings were
held with provincial officials. Based on the findings of the research, the most important solutions
are: strengthening the role and position of civil institutions and cooperative companies, paying
attention to reforming the cultivation pattern and facilitating business licenses, and preventing
gentrification, especially in the deprived rural areas of the west of the province.

Keywords: Economic Development, Regional Innovation System, Disadvantaged Rural Areas,
Sustainable Livelihood Approach
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