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Analysis and Explanation of the Main Beneficiaries of
Technology Transfer through Foreign Direct
Investment in Iranian Public Companies
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Abstract

Given the position and importance of foreign direct investment in technology transfer, it is
necessary to analyze the key stakeholders in the field of foreign direct investment to understand,
anticipate, and meet the needs and expectations. The purpose of this study is to analyze and
explain the key stakeholders of technology transfer (foreign direct investment) in the public sector
of Iran. The statistical population of the study was the stakeholders in foreign direct investment of
the Iranian public sector. Qualitative sample samples were selected by snowball sampling method
and quantitative sample by available sampling method. The brainstorming technique was used
to initially identify stakeholders related to foreign investment, the Brown & Clark (2006) theme
analysis method was used to identify stakeholder expectations, and the interest-power matrix
was used to identify key stakeholders. Findings indicated 19 primary stakeholder organizations
in the field of foreign direct investment in the first stage and stakeholder expectations in the
four main themes of economic factors, social factors, cultural factors, and managerial and legal
factors. Budget, Foreign Investment Center, Ministry of Industry, Mines and Trade, Central Bank,
Ministry of Interior, NGOs, Mazandaran Chamber of Commerce, Free Trade Zones, President
were identified as key stakeholders. As a result, paying attention to economic, social, cultural, and
managerial-legal factors was recommended to policymakers in order to meet the expectations of
key stakeholders and attract more foreign investment in our country.

Keywords: Stakeholder Analysis, Technology Transfer, Foreign Direct Investment, Iranian
Public Sector
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