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Narrative Analysis of Iran’s Startup Ecosystem Development Policy
Based on Narrative Policy Framework (NPF)
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Abstract

The development of startup ecosystems has become a global trend. These ecosystems have proven
their importance to governments by having a significant impact on the creation of technology
companies and the economic growth of the country. In Iran, too, for many years, efforts have
been made under various headings to develop the startup ecosystems. In this article, based on
the Narrative Policy Framework (NPF), the existing policy narratives of startup ecosystem
development policy in Iran between 2013-20 years have been analyzed. After analyzing these
data, it was found that the three main narratives of catch-up, wealth creation and infiltration, have
formed the discussions around the development of this ecosystem. In the first part of the analysis,
which was related to representing the structuring of narratives, it was found that the narrative of
catch-up and wealth creation during their coalition with each other, marked the birth and initial
development of the startup ecosystem in Iran. The infiltration narration entered the policy arena
sometime later as a negative force. Finally, the strengths and weaknesses of the narrations were
examined.
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Designing a Model for Development of the Area of Innovation Based on
the Technology Park.
A Study of the Historical Experience of Pardis Technology Park
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Abstract

Examining the developments of recent decades in science and technology parks indicates the
emergence of a new type of innovation ecosystem, which is characterized by new features such as
establishment in urban environments, innovative community and international interactions, and
it is called innovation area. Science and technology parks in our country, which have a history of
several decades, have not been exempted from these changes. including Pardis Technology Park,
which is considered one of the country»s mature ecosystems in the field of technology. Examining
the experience of the creation, development and policy of this park indicates the formation of the
local environment with the characteristics of the innovation district in Pardis city, which can be
associated with policy learning in the field of the creation and development of technology parks.
Therefore, in this article, an attempt has been made to provide a model for the formation of the
innovation area centered on the technology park using the content analysis method. For this purpose,
while studying the documents, 11 experts and managers related to the subject were interviewed.
Then, integrative themes including urban development approach, development characteristics of
the founding institution, management stability, geographical proximity infrastructure, support for
the growth of technological businesses, national and international role-playing, and shaping the
components of the innovation area have been extracted. Finally, a model has been designed to
explain the development of the area of innovation based on the technology park, which includes
two main parts; Fixed factors that have existed throughout the evolution of the campus park, and
variable factors that have changed depending on the priority of each stage of the evolution of the
technology park. These stages include the stage of formation, growth, maturity and promotion.
The policy recommendations obtained from this research are also presented.

Keywords: Area of Innovation, Science and Technology Park, Innovation Ecosystem
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AExplanation of theScience and Technology Diplomacy
Approaches of the Islamic Republic of Iran
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Abstract

Today, the importance of science and technology has increased so much that it is known as
one of the components of national power in countries. On the other hand, the complexity of
scientific and technical issues is so wide that countries need to expand their cooperation with
other countries in order to solve national and transnational issues, achieve development, etc.
For this purpose, countries follow different approaches in science and technology diplomacy
to achieve their diverse goals. Accordingly, the Islamic Republic of Iran seeks to use different
approaches of science and technology diplomacy to realize the goals of its science and technology
policy. For this reason, the main goal of the article is to identify and explain the approaches of
science and technology diplomacy in the foreign policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran. In this
regard, using a multi-methodology, the researchers first identified the types of approaches to
science and technology diplomacy in the world with a systematic review method, and then with
thematic analysis method in the government sources of the foreign policy of the Islamic Republic
of Iran, regarding the identification and explanation of the approach The science and technology
diplomacy of our country took action. According to a review of the results of scientific books
and articles, it was determined that until 2022, twelve approaches to science and technology
diplomacy include influence, dependence, linking, cooperation, science development, opportunity
creation, partnership, absorption, innovation, branding. , the scientific mobilization and the global
approach of science in the world were defined and by analyzing the themes of the top documents
of the foreign policy of Iran, it was determined that the Islamic Republic of Iran has paid attention
to seven approaches in science and technology diplomacy.

Keywords: Science and Technology Diplomacy, Influence, Dependence, Attraction, Cooperation,
Development, Branding
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Analysis of Iran’s Innovation Ecosystem from Policy Making to Prac-
tice: An Approach Based on Thematic Analysis
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Abstract

During the last decade, innovation ecosystems have become essential not only for businesses
correspondingly for governments aimed at national economic and social development. For this
purpose, the current research has analyzed the country»>s innovation ecosystem based on the views
of a policy maker during the eight-year period of activity in this field. According to this goal,
qualitative research design and thematic analysis method were used. A number of 235 videos
containing their talks in meetings and interviews about the countryys innovation ecosystem were
analyzed. The findings of the research include eight main themes (influence on society, the role of
the government, the foundation of knowledge-based economy, investment, government obstacles,
communication and interactions, the mechanism of change and the spread of innovation) and
23 sub-themes and 103 open codes. Also, due to the importance of High-level state documents
in drawing the desired future and determining goals, strategies and innovative measures, the
collected themes were adapted to 12 High-level state documents and the result indicated their
compatibility with these documents. Based on the analysis of findings, three main issues can be
concluded. First of all, the government, by expanding the scope of its activity in the ecosystem
of innovation, simultaneously fuels the increase of extensive bureaucracy in it, which shows
the paradox between the role of facilitating and removing the bureaucratic obstacles of the
government. Second, despite the view of connecting knowledge to the country>s economy, its
macro effects in indicators such as productivity growth rate and solving society»s problems are
still weak. Thirdly, due to the small amount of domestic investment (public and private sector),
the entry of foreign investment can accelerate the development of the innovation ecosystem.
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National Oil Companies, Energy Transition and Asustainable Develop-
ment in the Tmiddle East
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Abstract

The lack of a correct relationship between the university and the external environment (including
society, industry, government, etc.) has been and is one of the current social issues of universities.
The purpose of this research is to identify and model different dimensions of the relationship
between the university and the environment, as components of a general ecosystem. We study
the relationship of the university with the external environment from an ecosystemic perspective
to discover the dimensions of this relationship, which means that when the university wants to
function as an organ in the knowledge-policy ecosystem of any society and respond to their needs
by forming a productive relationship with stakeholders, what dimensions should it pay attention
to and what is the relation of these dimensions together. In order to answer these questions and
reach a framework of the model, after studying the literature, the expert interview, and using the
grounded theory method, the general framework of the ecosystem relationship of a university
with the external environment was extracted in the form of a coordinate construction with three
axes of causality (why), quality (how) and nature (what). Then, for the validity of the findings,
once again, using the interpretive structural modeling method and the use of codes extracted from
the GT, experts’opinions were taken, and by performing ISM and implementing the quantitative
process of interpretive structural modeling method, it was found that in the design of the university
ecosystem, considering the university as an organic part of the ecosystem forms the foundation
of the relationship between the university and the environment, and considering the university as
an internal or external organ of the country (as a human body) has a fundamental effect on the
university ecosystem.

Keywords: Sustainable Development, National Oil Companies, Corporate Governance, Post-
Carbon and Oil and Gas Era
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Abstract

The purpose of the current study is to investigate the role of the Islamic financial system in recovery
post-COVID-19 and the way Fintech can be utilized to combat the economic reverberations
created by COVID-19. The global financial crisis of 2008 has established the credentials of the
Islamic financial system as a sustainable financial system which can save the long run interests of
the average citizens around the world while adding value to the real economy. The basic ethical
tenets available in the Islamic financial system make it more suited and readymade to fight the
economic aftershocks of a pandemic like COVID-19. The basic principles of ethical Islamic
finance have solid connections to financial stability and corporate social responsibility within
the wide-reaching business context. With the emergence of Financial technology (Fintech) it has
provided a missing impetus to the Islamic financial system to compete on equal ground with its
conventional counterpart and prove its mettle. The study uses discourse analysis along with the
content analysis to extract content and draw a conclusion. The findings of the study indicate that
COVID-19 pandemic has provided the opportunity for the social and open innovation to grow and
finance world have turned to open innovation to provide a speedy, timely, reliable, and sustainable
solution to the world. The findings of the study provide significant implications for governments
and policy makers in efficient application of Fintech and innovative Islamic financial services to
fight the economic consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic.
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