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Evaluation of Drug Policies in Iran: A Case Study of the Drug Subsidy
Plan (Daruyar)

Ali Khajeh Naeini'
Faez Dinparasti Saleh?
Hamed Jafari®

Abstract

Drugs are one of the strategic items in various countries. One of the programs related to this field
in Iran was Drug Subsidy Plan , which was officially implemented in 1401. This research was
conducted with a qualitative approach and aimed to evaluate the implementation of the Daruyar
in four dimensions: process, results, efficiency, and impacts. Data were collected through in-depth
interviews with experts and stakeholders in the field of medicine. Data analysis was also conducted
using thematic analysis. The findings were organized into four main themes and 26 sub-themes.
The successful results of the plan included eliminating reverse drug smuggling, preventing the
wastage of foreign exchange resources, and increasing the number of drugs covered by insurance.
On the other hand, the acute liquidity problem in the drug supply cycle, frequent delays in paying
debts from insurance companies to pharmacies and distribution companies, seriously damaged the
supply chain and led to bankruptcy and damage to domestic manufacturers. This lack of financing
prevented the plan from achieving its goal of maintaining a stable out-of-pocket payment for
prescription drugs. Overall, despite the initial advantages, problems related to liquidity and the
level of policy implementation (ministry instead of national level) prevented the plan from fully
achieving its major goals.

Keywords: Policy Evaluation, Health Policymaking, Drug policies, Drug Subsidy Plan
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