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Development of the Framework and Analysis of Public Funding Tools
for Research in Iran

Reza Hesan!
Elmira Karimi?

Abstract

Research funding tools are vital for advancing knowledge, fostering innovation, and addressing
societal challenges. Without them, progress in many fields would be significantly hindered.
Governments worldwide have successfully leveraged these tools to direct academic research,
tackle major issues, enhance societal impact, and stimulate economic growth. Given the financial
constraints faced by governments, particularly in Iran, it»s increasingly critical to design research
funding tools that maximize research effectiveness. This study aims to analyze the research
funding toolss within Iran>s Ministry of Science, Research, and Technology, identifying gaps
and opportunities. Research funding tools have various characteristics that influence their
effectiveness. In the first phase of this study, a literature review was conducted to identify different
dimensions of these tools, leading to the development of an analytical framework. The second
phase involved interviewing experts at the Ministry of Science, Research, and Technology to
analyze existing tools against this framework, pinpointing gaps and opportunities. Ultimately,
15 research funding tools s in Iran were identified and evaluated. The findings reveal that long-
term program funding tools have received insufficient attention. Furthermore, the single-stage
and non-competitive nature of existing financing tools are fundamental problems within the
country»s current system.
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